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|1 s8R 718 & R
X 24 BHA|
2 32 IRB E} 7|2(IRB)
o|lZ 7| 445 (207) 376 89 22 67 465
mE=yius 227 (119) 190 38 33 5 228
A7 191 (49) 120 74 58 16 194
BHA| 863 (375) 686 201 113 88 887

IRB 23 712213 ot 7|l 5
QIZHH A AT 682 (42.8) 156 (43.8)
QMR AHE AT 559 (35.1) 142 (39.9)
HHOMM Aol =2 7|2t 160 (10.1) 18 (5.1)
HHOFGI2 7| 2 35(2.2) 2(0.6)
HMZZHEHOFOIT 7| 2 3(0.2) 0(0.0)
QX R AH= 23 73 (4.6) 1(0.2)
HHOIE 7| M 0|8 A7 80 (5.0) 37 (10.4)
Al 1,592 (100.0) 356 (100.0)
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Registration status of Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) and Changes to
Responsible Organizations in Korea

Lee Ho-Dong, Son Soon-Young, Kang Cha-Won
Division of Research Support, Department of Research Planning and Coordination, Korea National Institute of Health (KNIH), Korea Disease
Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA)

According to South Korea's Bioethics and Safety Act, the establishment of an institutional review board (IRB), as a self-
regulatory system, is a requirement for all institutions performing human research and handling human-derived specimens.
There are individual types of IRBs and integrated forms of more than two types of IRBs. In September 2020, the Korea Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC) expanded into the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA). In addition,
when the Bioethics and Safety Act was amended in 2020, the Ministry of Health and Welfare became the organization
responsible for registration work. On September 11 2020, 887 IRBs (863 institutions) were registered; an increase of 35 IRBs
from 2019. In addition, there were a total of 1,592 IRBs, of which 852 were individual types of IRBs. The total IRBs include a
type of human subject research (682 IRBs), human biospecimen research (559 IRBs), fertility clinics (160 IRBs), human
embryonic stem cell research (80 IRBs), biobanks (73 IRBs), embryo research (35 IRBs) and somatic cell nuclear transfer embryo
research (3 IRBs). Based on these findings, this article recommended that a strategic plan be prepared so that institutions can

voluntarily report any information change for efficient management and services.

Keywords: Institutional Review Board (IRB), Bioethics, Registration of IRBs

Table 1. The Number of Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) Registered in Korea (September 11, 2020)

() : The number of institution with integrated IRB

Number of Institutional Review Boards (IRBs)

Types of Institution Number of Institutions Agreement-operation
Self-operation Total
Subtotal Public IRB Other IRBs
. 445
Medical (207) 376 89 22 67 465
. 227
Educational (119) 190 38 33 5 228
Research 191 120 74 58 16 194
(49)
863
Total (375) 686 201 113 88 887
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Table 2. The Number by types of IRBs Registered in Korea (September 11, 2020)

Types of IRB (research fields) Number of IRBs Number of agreement IRBs
Human subject research 682 (42.8) 156 (43.8)

Human biospecimen research 559 (35.1) 142 (39.9)

Fertility clinics 160 (10.1) 18 (5.1)

Embryo research 35 (2.2) 2(0.6)

Somatic cell nuclear transfer embryo research 3(0.2) 0(0.0)

Biobanks 73 (4.6) 1(0.2)

Human embryonic stem cell research 80 (5.0) 37 (10.4)

Total 1,592 (100.0) 356 (100.0)
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